
   
 

 
 

RDGS-SCU Transition 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

Reiss-Davis Graduate School (RDGS) is an accredited, single program institution offering a Doctor of 
Psychology (PsyD) degree.  

Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services (the non-profit organization under which RDGS operates) is a 
social service agency that provides mental and behavioral health care and treatment for children and 
families.  

Southern California University of Health Sciences (SCU) is an accredited, multi-disciplinary healthcare 
institution offering a range of graduate, undergraduate, and certificate programs.  

 

1. What exactly is happening?  

Southern California University of Health Sciences (SCU) is acquiring Reiss-Davis Graduate School’s 
(RDGS) Doctor of Psychology (PsyD) program from Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services (Vista 
Del Mar). SCU will provide currently enrolled students with an opportunity to complete their 
current PsyD in Psychodynamic Child Psychology and Psychotherapy with minimal disruption. 
Following this transition, RDGS will close permanently; Vista Del Mar will continue to operate. 

In keeping with legal and regulatory requirements, SCU will serve as the “Teach-Out Partner” for 
any of the 32 students currently enrolled in RDGS’s PsyD program. This means that RDGS 
students will have the option to finish their program (known as the “legacy program” or “teach-out 
program”) at SCU, and that SCU will accept 100% of their previously earned RDGS credits. Those 
who choose to participate in the teach-out will complete the same RDGS curriculum with which 
they originally enrolled, taught by many of the existing RDGS faculty and instructors, and their 
classes will continue to be held at the Vista Del Mar location for two years. 

Students who opt to finish the RDGS legacy program at SCU will officially become SCU students 
and begin classes on August 11, 2025. 

In Fall 2026, SCU will begin accepting new students into a revitalized “Reiss-Davis PsyD in 
Psychodynamic Psychology” (pending WSCUC approval), with an updated curriculum that honors 
the history and mission of the Reiss-Davis program, including its emphasis on child development 
and psychodynamic, neurobiological, and trauma-informed perspectives.  
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2. Can you tell me more about SCU?  

Southern California University of Health Sciences (SCU) is an accredited, non-profit healthcare 
institution and one of the world’s only universities dedicated to integrative, whole-person health —
teaching students to combine the best of conventional medicine with proven complementary 
approaches, and to treat the whole person: body, mind, and spirit. 

Founded in 1911 as a chiropractic college — decades before the field gained broad recognition —
SCU has spent over a century challenging convention and advancing healthcare. Today, the 
university offers graduate, undergraduate, and certificate programs across a wide spectrum of 
disciplines, including Chiropractic, Occupational Therapy, Genetic Counseling, Genetics and 
Genomics, Medical Science, Physician Assistant Studies, Ayurvedic Medicine, Acupuncture and 
Chinese Herbal Medicine, Whole Health Leadership, and more. 

From its 30-acre campus in Whittier, California, SCU serves approximately 1,600 students through 
online, hybrid, and in-person programs. 

SCU has also earned national recognition as a Great College to Work For multiple years in a row, 
including Honor Roll distinction in six categories: Confidence in Senior Leadership; Diversity, 
Inclusion & Belonging; Compensation and Benefits; Faculty & Staff Well-Being; 
Supervisor/Department Chair Effectiveness; and Professional Development. 

Contact information for SCU is as follows: Southern California University of Health Sciences, 
16200 Amber Valley Drive, Whittier, CA 90604. https://www.scuhs.edu/ Phone: (562) 475-5201. 
Email: rdgstransition@scuhs.edu 

 

3. Why are RDGS and SCU doing this? 

Despite its commitment to the mission and values of RDGS, Vista Del Mar (the organization that 
owns and operates RDGS) could no longer financially support a single-program, accredited school. 
RDGS sought a partner that could teach-out its existing students and carry forward the rich legacy 
of Reiss-Davis. 

This transition presents significant benefits for both SCU and RDGS: 

o Providing RDGS students with access to the resources and services of a larger university, such 
as access to free mental health counseling and self-help resources through SCU’s partnership 
with All One Health; clinical training at SCU Health Clinics that serve 40,000 diverse patients 
annually; a comprehensive Interprofessional Education that includes wide-ranging 
conventional and complementary disciplines; and more. 

o Providing RDGS faculty with expanded resources and services, including instructional design 
support, learning technology support, faculty development programming, and more. 

o Serving as SCU’s first entry into behavioral health — laying a foundation for additional 
offerings while further expanding SCU's impact on integrative, whole person care. 

  

https://www.scuhs.edu/
https://www.scuhs.edu/
mailto:rdgstransition@scuhs.edu
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4. What is the timeline for the transition?  

o In April 2025 WSCUC (the accrediting body of both institutions) approved SCU as the formal 
teach-out partner for RDGS.  

o On May 30, 2025, the Board of Directors of Vista Del Mar voted on the closure of RDGS and 
named SCU as the teach-out partner for doctoral students. 

o On June 10, 2025, RDGS informed students at a Virtual Townhall meeting of Vista’s decision 
and immediately followed this announcement with an email that includes an Introductory 
Letter, FAQs, individualized Academic Plan, and an Authorization to Release Educational 
Records and Intent to Continue form.  

Students will need to complete and sign the Authorization to Release Educational Records and 
Intent to Continue form via HelloSign no later than July 11, 2025, if they would like to finish 
the RDGS legacy program at SCU. This document authorizes RDGS to provide SCU with 
copies of student transcripts, Academic Plans for degree completion, and additional 
educational records. 

Students’ individualized Academic Plans outline their remaining course schedule and degree 
completion requirements. The purpose of the individualized Academic Plan is to outline how 
each student can graduate on time from the RDGS legacy program at SCU. The Academic 
Plans were developed by RDGS administration in cooperation with SCU academic leadership.  

o By July 15, 2025, RDGS students who wish to apply for financial aid for the 2025-26 
academic year must do so through SCU, including completion of the FAFSA, for priority 
processing. Students will receive personalized support for applying for financial aid through 
SCU. The latest date for submission of financial aid applications is August 1, 2025. SCU’s 
FAFSA school code is 001229. 

o On August 11, 2025, RDGS students who chose to finish the RDGS legacy program at SCU 
will officially begin classes as SCU students.  

 

5. What happens to RDGS faculty and staff?  

Faculty: SCU will be inviting all RDGS faculty to continue teaching in the program. While some 
individual faculty members may choose to leave, it is SCU’s hope that the majority of faculty will 
continue. Dr. Jens Schmidt will assume the role of Program Director of the PsyD Teach-Out at 
SCU. The Reiss-Davis Doctor of Psychology program will join the SCU College of Medical Science 
under the leadership of Dr. Heather Heggem. Dr. Schmidt will report to Dean Heggem.  

Staff: At the time of the Vista Del Mar decision to close RDGS, the staff were officially notified 
that their positions would be eliminated due to the closure of RDGS and of the timing of their last 
day of employment. It is expected that services previously provided by RDGS staff will transition 
to SCU in August 2025.  

  



4 
 

6. Will the program delivery format change? 

SCU will continue to offer the RDGS legacy program in its established blended format, which 
combines online coursework with monthly in-person sessions. With extensive experience 
supporting students across diverse locations and program types, SCU is well equipped to meet the 
needs of blended learners. The university already delivers fully online programs, accommodates 
clinical students who make only occasional campus visits, and operates a satellite campus in the 
Phoenix Metro area. 

 

7. Do students have to finish the program at SCU?  

SCU is the official teach-out partner for the RDGS PsyD program, following a proposal submitted 
by RDGS and approved by its accreditor. This means that SCU has agreed to accept 100% of 
students’ earned credits, and to make the transition as seamless as possible.  

As of Fall 2025, RDGS will no longer exist as an institution; therefore, students who wish to 
complete their doctoral program with minimal disruption may do so at SCU beginning Fall 2025. 
Those students will complete the same curriculum into which they originally matriculated at 
RDGS, and classes will continue to be held at the Vista Del Mar location for the first two years of 
this transition.  

Students who wish to explore the full range of options available to them are encouraged to 
consult the “Closed School Guide” published by the California Bureau for Private Post-Secondary 
Education (BPPE) and posted on the RDGS website 
(https://www.reissdavis.edu/accreditation.html) and meet with the Executive Director 
(stuart.sigman@reissdavis.edu), Academic Dean (jens.schmidt@reissdavis.edu), and/or Program 
Chair (paulo.yanez@reissdavis.edu) of RDGS. Students should also consult with a prospective 
institution of their choosing to determine the transferability of credits for potential programs of 
interest. Each university has its own transfer policies.  

The BPPE Office of Student Assistance and Relief is available to support prospective students, cur-
rent students, or past students of private postsecondary educational institutions in making in-
formed decisions, understanding their rights, and navigating available services and relief options. 
The office may be reached by calling the toll-free telephone number (888-370-7589) or by visiting 
the website: https://www.bppe.ca.gov/ 

 

8. Will the Reiss-Davis name go away?  

While Reiss-Davis Graduate School will no longer exist as a department of Vista Del Mar, it is 
SCU’s intention to carry the Reiss-Davis name forward. Transcripts and diplomas issued by SCU 
for teach-out students will include the statement: “In fulfillment of the Reiss-Davis Graduate 
School Doctor of Psychology Curriculum.” The degree to be awarded is the PsyD in 
Psychodynamic Child Psychology and Psychotherapy. 

In addition, in Fall 2026 SCU will begin accepting new students into a revitalized and renamed 
Reiss-Davis PsyD in Psychodynamic Psychology (pending WSCUC approval). This new doctoral 
program will offer an updated curriculum that honors the history and mission of the Reiss-Davis 

https://www.reissdavis.edu/accreditation.html
mailto:paulo.yanez@reissdavis.edu
https://www.bppe.ca.gov/
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Graduate School, including its emphasis on child development and psychodynamic, 
neurobiological, and trauma-informed perspectives. The new curriculum will further the emphasis 
on psychodynamic psychology with consideration of clinical application over the human lifespan. 

 

9. What happens to the RDGS campus? Where will students take their classes? 

Vista Del Mar has graciously agreed to allow SCU to offer courses for teach-out students at the 
current location through the Summer 2027 term.  

 

10. What will transcripts and diplomas say for students who complete the PsyD at SCU? 

Because RDGS will no longer exist, it cannot issue transcripts or diplomas after its closure. 
Therefore, students who choose to finish their program at SCU will receive an SCU degree. 
Diplomas of students who graduate from the legacy program will include the following statement: 
“In fulfillment of the Reiss-Davis Graduate School Doctor of Psychology Curriculum.” The degree 
to be awarded is the PsyD in Psychodynamic Child Psychology and Psychotherapy. 

Transcripts for students who complete the legacy program will be issued by SCU.  

 

11. Will curriculum and course requirements change? 

As long as students maintain continuous enrollment once joining SCU, their degree requirements 
will not change.  

 

12. What happens to students in the middle of their dissertation process? 

Dissertation requirements will not change as a result of this transition. As always, students will be 
expected to make timely progress toward the completion of their dissertations. Dissertation 
committee members have been asked to honor their commitments to continue supporting 
candidates upon transition to SCU.  

If students have concerns, they are advised to contact their dissertation chairs and/or Program 
Director Dr. Jens Schmidt directly (jens.schmidt@reissdavis.edu). 

 

13. Will tuition and fees change?  

As long as students maintain continuous enrollment once joining SCU, their tuition and fees will 
not change from what is currently projected by RDGS through year 5 — though certain fees not 
explicitly stated in students’ current Enrollment Agreements will transition to the SCU fee 
structure.  

RDGS students who continue in the RDGS legacy program at SCU will receive a financial 
postscript letter from RDGS confirming their exact tuition and fees based upon their cohort upon 
initial entry. SCU will honor those projected tuition rates. 

mailto:jens.schmidt@reissdavis.edu
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14. What about financial aid? What about my scholarships?  

Students with scholarships from RDGS who continue in the RDGS legacy program at SCU will 
continue to receive their scholarships.  

RDGS students who wish to continue to receive federal financial aid must do so through SCU, 
including completing a new FAFSA (school code: 001229). SCU has established July 15, 2025, as 
the priority deadline for RDGS students continuing with the legacy PsyD program to apply for 
federal financial aid, with a final cut-off of August 1, 2025. 

 

15. What is the process for transitioning from RDGS to SCU? 

Students must complete and submit the Authorization to Release Educational Records and Intent to 
Continue form, which authorizes RDGS to transmit a copy of their transcript, Academic Plan for 
degree completion, and all other documents in their academic record to SCU. To ensure timely 
processing of all documents and transmittal of acceptance and registration information for the Fall 
2025 term, students must submit the completed form to RDGS via HelloSign no later than July 11, 
2025. 

A copy of the Authorization to Release Educational Records and Intent to Continue form is included in 
the initial email about the transition sent to eligible students. Students will be sent a link to review 
and sign the form via HelloSign on June 10, 2025. 

 

16. What about alumni of RDGS? 

Students who complete their RDGS degree during or before Summer 2025, will graduate from 
RDGS and will be considered alumni of RDGS. That said, because SCU intends to carry on the 
legacy of RDGS through its “Reiss-Davis PsyD in Psychodynamic Psychology,” SCU looks forward 
to welcoming all RDGS alumni into its alumni community.  

 

17. How can I receive a transcript or request an official transcript be sent to another institution? 

o In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), all transcript 
requests must be authorized by the student.  

o Until August 8, 2025, RDGS students and alumni can request transcripts directly from Reiss-
Davis at: https://www.reissdavis.edu/transcripts.html 

o Students who participate in the teach-out offered through SCU will have their student records 
transferred to SCU and will in the future be able to request transcripts from SCU. Transcripts 
will consist of all coursework and other degree requirements completed at both RDGS and 
SCU. Therefore, students intending to complete their doctoral program at SCU should 
complete the Authorization to Release Educational Records and Intent to Continue form, which 
indicates their intention to sign up for the teach-out offered through SCU and authorizes the 
transmittal of their student records from RDGS to SCU. 

https://www.reissdavis.edu/transcripts.html
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o Vista Del Mar will serve as the Custodian of Records for all alumni who graduated on or 
before July 25, 2025, and for those students who elected not to continue with the legacy 
program offered by SCU. Vista Del Mar has contracted with Parchment, a company that 
provides services for issuing and verifying academic credentials, to fulfill transcript requests 
upon closure of RDGS. Beginning August 11, 2025, both alumni and students who did not 
enroll in the teach-out by SCU can order official Reiss-Davis transcripts from Parchment at: 
https://www.parchment.com/students/order-status/. 

 

18. Where can I find the catalog of courses? 

The archived Reiss-Davis Graduate School Academic Catalog and Student Handbook will be 
available at: https://www.reissdavis.edu/catalog_current.html  

 

19. What will happen to the Reiss-Davis Research Library? 

o The Research Library and library services will be available until the last day of instruction for 
the Summer 2025 term (July 20, 2025).  

o Students continuing their studies under the teach-out offered through SCU will have access to 
SCU’s library services beginning with the Fall 2025 term (August 11, 2025). 

o SCU has agreed to preserve all archived dissertations currently managed by the Reiss-Davis 
Research Library.  

 

20. Will students receive a refund for tuition and fees? 

o Reiss-Davis does not issue refunds for services rendered, such as tuition and fees, which pay 
for instruction and services that are or have been provided. 

o Reiss-Davis participates in the California Bureau of Private Postsecondary Education (BPPE) 
Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF). STRF-related questions can be directed to 
STRF@dca.ca.gov or (888) 370-7589 option 6. The STRF website also contains information: 
https://www.bppe.ca.gov/students/strf.shtml 

o For further information, students may contact the Office of Student Assistance and Relief by 
email at OSAR@dca.ca.gov or by phone at (888) 370-7589 option 5. The Office of Student 
Assistance website is www.OSAR.bppe.ca.gov.  

 

21. Will my Federal Student Loans be forgiven? 

Students who have received a federally subsidized loan and do not complete their studies, 
participate in the teach-out offered through SCU, or transfer elsewhere, may be eligible to have 
the loans discharged. Note, however, that loan discharges are not automatic with the closure of a 
school. Criteria to qualify for federal student loan discharge depend on several factors. 
Students can contact their lender or the U.S. Department of Education at 1-800-4-FEDAID to 

https://www.parchment.com/students/order-status/
https://www.reissdavis.edu/catalog_current.html
mailto:STRF@dca.ca.gov
https://www.bppe.ca.gov/students/strf.shtml
mailto:OSAR@dca.ca.gov
https://reissdavis-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lourdes_brown_reissdavis_edu/Documents/Attachments/www.OSAR.bppe.ca.gov
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obtain more information, including a loan discharge application, or online at 
https://studentaid.gov. 

 

22. How and when will currently enrolled students be able to meet someone from SCU regarding the 
teach-out agreement and planning to complete the doctoral program? 

Representatives from SCU Student Services, Financial Aid, and other departments are available to 
answer questions and assist students during this transition. To request an appointment, email the 
Transition Team at RDGSTransition@scuhs.edu. 

 

23. Where should I go and whom should I contact if I have questions or would like more 
information? 

The staff and faculty of both RDGS and SCU are committed to providing clear and timely 
information to students, staff, and faculty during this transition. RDGS will be posting updates to 
its website (https://www.reissdavis.edu/accreditation.html) as information evolves and can also be 
reached directly through email (GraduateSchool@reissdavis.edu).  

In addition, you may email SCU’s Transition Team at rdgstransition@scuhs.edu 

 

 

  

https://studentaid.gov/
mailto:RDGSTransition@scuhs.edu
https://www.reissdavis.edu/accreditation.html
mailto:GraduateSchool@reissdavis.edu
mailto:rdgstransition@scuhs.edu
mailto:rdgstransition@scuhs.edu
mailto:rdgstransition@scuhs.edu

